Buffalo Lutheran & Tower City Lutheran Churches
SEPTEMBER  2013 Parish Post
Comments from Pastor Chris  .  .  .

Grace, mercy and peace be to each of you from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

It is already that time of the year: the beginning of school. First, the business of the matter: Sunday school will begin with Rally Sunday goodies after church on September 8th. Many thanks to Kathy Walburn for heading that up for us this year. Confirmation instruction will begin on Sept. 4th, with a parents’ meeting on Sept. 8th during the Rally Sunday festivities. There will also be an education opportunity for the adults of the congregation as well: starting Sept. 15th, we will be having a Bible study focusing on the Lutheran liturgy. I hope that you will attend one of these learning opportunities in the near future!

The past two months have really flown by for me. Getting settled always takes time, and I am glad to have gotten to know many of you during the past weeks. I am also looking forward to meeting more of you as you come back from summer work and vacation. 

I am interested in talking with you all about ideas you have for the future of these parishes. Do you have an idea for a ministry? A book/ Bible study? Group activity? Would you like to be involved with one of our existing ministries? Please let me know of anything you have! There is no such thing as a bad idea, so please share.

As always, you are all in my prayers, and please pray for me as I settle into preaching and teaching in these parishes. 

May Jesus Christ guard your hearts and minds and keep you steadfastly in the faith. Amen.

Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Chris
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    ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
            August Financial NEWS                                                 august FINANCIAL NEWS
         August Ending Balance $5333.00


 Ending Balance Aug 18  $710.05
Attendance Figures at Buffalo Lutheran
                                                    August 4    48
  August 11    48   
                                                   August 18  43       August 25    51
Beyond Our Walls - -  A Reminder to all Thrivent members with Choice Dollars:
It is no longer a possibility to designate your choice dollars by the year.  You need to regularly contact Thrivent in order to have your choice dollars reach your designation throughout the year.

This can be done online by visiting Thrivent.com/Thriventchoice.  You will see the amount of your choice dollars to designate to your congregation, or to a seminary or other from a long list of recipients.

You may also call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, say, "Thrivent Choice."  When prompted say , "Choice Dollars."  You will then need to enter your Social Security number.  Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or press 2 to hear the Thrivent Choice program terms and conditions.  A representative will help you in directing your choice dollars.  

St. Paul's Lutheran has been directed $331 choice dollars by their Thrivent members, and Buffalo Lutheran has been directed $441.00 as of the end of July, 2013.

Luther Seminary and other religious educational institutions can receive an additional $2,500 choice dollars from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans if you designate some of your choice dollars to them.  For more information, see the Thrivent.com site or contact Lois Smith, Congregational Advocate - 701-633-5343 or lsmith@ictc.com
Sunday School begins with Rally Sunday on September 8!  Coffee and goodies will be available at Tower City Community Hall after worship. 

 Confirmation students and their parents

are asked to meet together at the hall to discuss the upcoming confirmation

year with Pastor Chris.  (during the coffee time)
AUGUST PARISH NURSE NOTES –  
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Dear Family and Friends,

“Then when they were alone, he turned to the disciples and said, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you have seen.’”  Luke 10:23 NLT

Colorblindness, or poor color vision, is where a person has difficulty distinguishing between colors.  This can cause confusion at stoplights or if working with color-coded materials.  Heredity is the most common cause with 1 in 12 males of Northern European descent experiencing some color difficulty.  Other causes include diabetes, glaucoma, Alzheimer’s, leukemia, certain medications, exposure to chemicals, and even aging.  If you or a family member notice a problem with identifying colors, diagnosing is easy.  If inherited there is no treatment but if related to illness or medication, the loss of color vision might be slowed or halted.  As with any difficulty, seeing a professional is important to get the proper diagnosis and prognosis.  

 “’I don’t know whether he is a sinner’” the man replied.  ‘But I know this: I was blind, and now I can see!’”  John 9:25 NIV
There are many tools that can help people with vision problems.  For daily activities, there are magnifying glasses in various strengths in the form of eyeglasses, hand-held devices, full-page magnifiers, or devices for long distance viewing.  Search out large print items like books, newspapers, playing cards, telephones, and clocks.  Computers can even magnify the text or read the text to the user.  For those with some vision, be sure the living space is well-lit to increase visibility and safety.  Search the American Foundation for the Blind for other assistive devices at www.afb.org/Results.asp.  Contingent on diagnosis there are local programs available. Please feel free to call me with questions.
Peace in Him, 

Gwen Fraase RN

Parish Nurse   CHM 

  

     

Saturday, September 7
4:00-7:00 PM

    

Buffalo Elementary School in Buffalo


Bingo,  Raffles,  Carnival Games for kids,  Supper



     Live Auction starts at 5:00 PM
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Upcoming September Events


September Sunday services will be held at ST. PAUL’S Lutheran Church at  9:00 AM.   


Pastor Chris plans to use Thursdays as his office day.  You can contact him at 749-2309 or 701-710-0446.  His e-mail address is cbrademeyer@gmail.com


SEPTEMBER 4 (every Wednesday):  Confirmation classes begin at the high school!  7th-8th grades meet from 1:40-2:30 PM; 9th grade meets from 2:35-3:25 PM; NAOMI CIRCLE meets at Marian Kasowski home at 2:30 PM


SEPT. 5,12,19,26:  Private confessions offered by Pastor Chris  9 AM-Noon


SEPT. 15: “LITURGY” Bible study follows worship (watch for frequency);  St. Stephen Visitation Circle meeting follows Bible study  


SEPT. 18: Joint Council meets at 7:00 PM at Buffalo Lutheran Church

















