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NOVEMBER  2013 Parish Post
Comments from Pastor Chris  .  .  .
     Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from the Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. Amen.

    Many of you have probably already heard the news: Faith Lutheran Church, in Valley City, burned to the point of being unusable. The cause was ruled arson. Before I say any more, I encourage all of you to pray for our sisters and brothers who are members of this congregation and for their pastor, Jolene. For more information on their situation, please check out the Eastern North Dakota Synod’s website at www.eandsynod.org. 


Now for the why: I tell you this not because I am interested in spreading ecclesial gossip, but because this illustrates a point of our faith. Even though we may be met with adversity and hardship and even though others may take cause to harm us, we are not alone. We have with us the Lord Jesus Christ. This is enough. St. Paul writes, “but he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12: 7-10) 


While the road through this ordeal is only beginning for Faith Lutheran, and I do not wish to flippantly dismiss their suffering, disasters like this serve as a reminder to us of the centrality of Christ in our faith: without him, none of this would endure. Whether we lose life, limb, structure, money, or anything else, we can never be separated from Christ’s salvific death and resurrection. No earthly power has the ability to sever us from our Savior. Take refuge in him. Cling to him in faith, and, as a famous hymn so eloquently states, “you will find a solace there”. 


November is famous for a particularly American holiday; that great secular feast of Thanksgiving. While the holiday has its roots in a general thankfulness that any person, religious or not, should feel, it is an opportune time for us Christians to remind ourselves to be thankful to God for all the good things he has bestowed on us: life, family, property, food, wealth, and (most importantly) Jesus Christ. St. Thomas in Buffalo will be holding the ecumenical Thanksgiving service this year, which will be held on Nov 26th at 7:00 PM. 


I will close this letter with everyone’s favorite subject-to-be-discussed-by-the-pastor: stewardship. I humbly ask that you prayerfully consider giving an extra bit into the plate for the next few months to help offset increased operating costs due to fuel bills for heating. Any amount is greatly appreciated, whether that be a large gift, or only a few dollars. Remember Christ’s teaching on the generous widow (Mark 12: 41-44) – the amount is not what is important, the widow only gave three small copper coins. Any gift that you can make will be greatly appreciated by all of us whose toes will be warm on the coming cold, winter days!


Keep the faith. Receive Christ through Word and Sacrament with a thankful heart. Hold fast to him until the day of Resurrection. 

Pastor Chris

Visit our website: splbl.org  
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    ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
                     Financial NEWS                                                        OCTOBER FINANCIAL NEWS
    Watch for the Buffalo Lutheran                                           October 26 Ending Balance $977.54

     Financial Report next month.

                                        October Attendance Figures at Buffalo Lutheran Church
                                                 October   6   93
   October 13    87      
October 20  53     October 27       53
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Thrivent Choice Double Direction Campaign:

All Thrivent members directing Choice dollars to their congregations during October 1 to November 30, 2013 will have their choice dollars doubled until $15 million has been awarded.  Your congregation will also receive an additional amount of grant funds by December 20, 2013.  For more information visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call customer service at 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted again say Choice Dollars. Don't miss this opportunity! 

Beyond Our Walls - -  ELCA Global Links 
www.elca.org/global-links 

Invite others to stay connected and informed about the global work of the ELCA by subscribing to ELCA Global Links. Sign up for updates through email, facebook or Twitter. Watch for a link to Global Links in our monthly e-news, eQuip.
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Dear Family and Friends,
   “See that he isn’t hurt,” he said.  “Look after him well..”  Jeremiah 39:12 NLT
Between 13% and 39% of dental injuries are sport-related injuries – from bowling to basketball.  In contact sports, be sure to have your child wear the appropriate protective gear and make sure it fits properly.  Mouth guards are common and can be custom fit by the dentist or ‘made-to-fit’ from molds found in sporting goods stores.  If an injury does occur, see the dentist immediately.  If a tooth is dislodged, don’t touch the root.  Attempt to replace it into the socket but if impossible, place it between your cheek and gum or in a glass of milk.  The quicker you see a dentist, the better chance the tooth can be saved.
     “My father taught me, ‘Take my words to heart.  Follow my commands, and you will live.’”  Proverbs 4:4 NLT
If you have prosthetic heart valves, congenital heart defects, or a transplanted heart, make sure your dentist knows about your condition.  Good dental care is important to prevent infections that could travel to your heart and cause endocarditis, which is a serious inflammation of the heart.  Gum disease is caused by infections and because of the structure of the gums and circulatory system, can easily travel to the heart and severely attack an already compromised organ.  To prevent a serious infection, practice good oral hygiene and routine dental checkups.  Also share your heart history with your dentist and carefully follow all pre-procedure antibiotic instructions.   

Peace in Him, 

Gwen Fraase RN

Parish Nurse

Community Health Ministry

Seasons of Wholeness
KEEP IN MIND  -  -
(  Tickets for the St. Paul’s WELCA Annual Raffle—a Quilt, an afghan, and other prizes are available from our WELCA ladies.  Our Bazaar and Soup & Sandwich Lunch will take place on November 10.  The beautiful dolls that Betty Kappel has made will be on display!
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Upcoming November Events

NOVEMBER Sunday services will be held at ST. PAUL’S Lutheran Church at  9:00 AM, followed by Sunday School  “LITURGY” Bible study follows worship
Pastor Chris plans to use Thursdays as his office day.    He will offer private confessions 9 AM-Noon.  You can contact him at 749-2309 or 701-710-0446.  His e-mail address is cbrademeyer@gmail.com

Every Wednesday:  Confirmation classes meet at the high school!  7th-8th grades meet from 1:40-2:30 PM; 9th grade meets from 2:35-3:25 PM
Nov 1:  ALL SAINTS’ SERVICE at 7 PM at St. Paul’s
Nov. 3:  CHM TOUR OF HOMES  (see page 2)
Nov. 6:  NAOMI CIRCLE meets at 2 PM at Buffalo Lutheran Church

Nov. 10:  ST. PAUL’S WELCA, BAZAAR (see page 3)

Nov. 13:  BUFFALO LUTHERAN COUNCIL meets at 7:00 PM 
Nov. 17:  JOINT WELCA THANKOFFERING SERVICE at St. Paul’s; NO BIBLE STUDY; ST. STEPHAN VISITATON group STUDY;  
Nov. 26:  ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING SERVICE at St. Thomas Catholic Church, Buffalo, at 7 PM[image: image1.png]



11th Annual


Tour of Homes Fundraiser


TOUR 5 LOCAL HOMES in Tower City & Buffalo


     $10 for tour and treats      Nov. 3  -  1:00 – 4:30 PM


                              Come to the Buffalo 1916 School for tickets and treats


                             Tickets can also be purchased in advance from Buffalo Food Market


                                and KGR.   (  No small children please  (  Not responsible for


                                accidents.  (  Sponsored by Community Health Ministry of


		     Buffalo & Tower City Communities  (  Supplemental funds


		    applied for from Thrivent #31333 (  Gift Shop at Buffalo 1916              				School will be open the day of the tour.


                       








